The third subgroup is Darfur Nubian spoken in the Darfur region. It comprises Midob and Birgid. Birgid is considered to be a nearly extinct language and is poorly documented. In fact, the only published studies are MacMichael's and Thelwall's Birgid vocabulary of 1918 and 1977, respectively . So this is the reason why examples of Birgid nps are mostly unavailable.
Data sources
All examples and data used in this comparative study have been taken from published and unpublished sources. The Dongolawi data are taken from Armbruster 9 and Satti, 10 the Nubian data are from Ayoub, 11 the Nobiin data are from Werner 12 and Mohamoud, 13 the Midob data are from Werner, 14 Alamin, 15 Thelwall, 16 and an unpublished manuscript prepared by Werner on Midob sentences. 17 The Kenzi data is from Abdel-Hafiz. 18 In addition, the Kordofan data are taken from unpublished sources and ongoing research from Williams and Comfort (Ghulfan documentation project), and Hellwig and Schneider-Blum (a documentation project on Tabaq). The paper focuses on nps in the modern Nubian languages. Thus, Old Nubian np constructions are not considered.
The aim of this study
The study aims at moving a step ahead in the description and the analysis of the internal structure of the nps in the Nubian languages. The main research questions of this study are: 1) how are the modifiers distributed in relation to the head noun and in relation to each other and 2) is there number agreement between the head noun and its modifiers? The outcome is to set out rules for Nubian np constructions from a synchronic point of view as well as setting rules for Proto-Nubian np constructions. The outcome of this paper is a reconstruction of the Proto-Nubian np constituent order at a syntactic level.
Method of data analysis
The np constructions are compared throughout the paper in the various Nubian languages in respect to the order of constituents in a np. This method helps to find out about common constituent or-der patterns and about deviations from these common patterns. The findings from this simple comparison allows us to assume that the common constituent order patterns attested in all Nubian can be of great help in reconstruction of the Proto-Nubian language.
Some typological features of the modern Nubian Languages
This paragraph shows some common typological characteristics of the modern Nubian languages. sov is the basic word order in all Nubian languages. A tonal system has been found in Mahas, 19 Dongolese, 20 Kordofan Nubian, 21 and in Midob, 22 whereas stress is found in Kenzi. 23 As for number marking on nouns, the Nubian languages have different systems. While the Nile Nubian languages and Midob employ plural suffixes, Birgid and Kordofan Nubian have a more complex number marking system, involving singular and/ or plural suffixes. There is no grammatical gender distinction. The Nubian languages are characterized by postpositions rather than prepositions. The case markers, for example, are postpositions that are placed at the end of the np, as can be seen in the examples below.
The internal structure of the np
It is worth mentioning here that there are basically two types of nps in Nubian: a) nps consisting of a noun with or without nominal modifiers, as shown in section 3.2 and b) nps consisting of a single person pronoun, determiner or even a single quantifier which cannot take any nominal modifiers, as illustrated in section 3.1. The bound morpheme -e in example 5 above is added to the determiners when it is used independently.
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Quantifiers can be used independently and in this case, they can represent a simple np, as shown in (6) and (7). 
nps represented by a noun with or without modifiers
The second type of Nubian np involves a noun with or without nominal modifiers. These modifiers can involve possessive adjectives, determiners, adjectives, numerals, quantifiers and another noun in a genitive construction.
The following examples show the nps that appear as a single noun without modifiers, irrespective of their syntactic function as a subject or an object. The single nps below are underlined. The rule for the above examples is personal pronoun + genitive linker -n + noun. Across the Nubian languages, the possessor is consistently marked by the genitive linker and it precedes the possessed. Therefore, we can assume that the same is true for ProtoNubian: *personal pronoun + genitive linker -n + noun.
It has been found in the Nobiin data that it is also possible for the possessive adjective to follow the head noun in the np, as shown in example 22. The rule is np → determiner + noun. This rule suggests a similar syntactic pattern in Proto-Nubian: *np → determiner + noun.
3.2.2b Noun + determiner
It is noticeable that there is no number agreement between the head noun and the determiner in Nubian as shown in examples 29-31. However, the Nubian determiner can be inflected for number when it is used elliptically or in a predicate position only as in example 32. The rule is np → noun + adjective. Accordingly, we can assume that this was also the case in pn: *np → noun + adjective. The rule is np → noun + quantifier. The data at hand show that the quantifiers in Nubian always follow the head noun. Therefore, we may assume that the syntactic pattern of this construction in pn is *np → noun + quantifier.
Genitive construction: noun + genitive linker + noun
Concerning the genitive, Nubian always employs the genitive linker -n. It links two nouns by -n, the first noun having the role of possessor and the second one having the role of possessed. Thus, the genitive in Nubian precedes the head noun of the np. The examples are: The rule is np → adjective + noun + case marker.
According to the complex construction of nps in Nubian, there is some evidence that adjectival modifiers expressing size precede adjectival modifiers expressing quality or color; see examples 59 and 63. Moreover, numerals always occur at the end of the np as in examples 59, 63, and 64. Concerning the syntactic functions of nps, they are marked by the accusative -gi in example 62 or the instrumental -re, as in example 65. The case marker attaches at the last element of the np. It positions at the end of the whole np, i.e. at the last element of the np as shown in examples 61-3.
Conclusion
The paper concludes with the following findings about the Nubian np construction. Nubian nps may be simple or complex. They are simple when they are represented by a single person pronoun, determiner or quantifier. These simple nps cannot be modified. By contrast, complex nps contain a head noun that can be modified by possessive adjectives, determiners, adjectives, numerals, quantifiers and another noun in a genitive construction. The classification of Nubian nps depends on the position of the head noun in an np construction. Thus, the nps in Nubian languages are classified as having both pre-modifiers and post-modifiers; the pre-modifiers 93 include possessive adjectives and determiners, while the post- 90 Ayoub, The Verbal System in a Dialect of Nubian, p.c. 92 Werner, ms. 93 Payne, "Noun Phrases." modifiers comprise adjectives, numerals and quantifiers. There are very few variations in the np constituents' order in the Nubian languages. The only deviation from the common constituent order is attested in Midob. In this language the adjective precedes the noun rather than having the order noun + adjective, as is common in the other Nubian languages.
